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LBC Imp League - December 2019 

Preamble:  

Most LBC members at all levels play primarily in club pairs games where 

matchpoint scoring is used.  While this method of scoring is certainly exciting it 

does not help prepare players to play in team events at tournaments where IMP 

scoring is common.  With this in mind, LBC is starting an IMP league beginning in 

December of 2019.  Dwight Bender will be acting as the coordinator of the league. 

Purpose:  

The intent of this league is to allow all players at all levels to familiarize 

themselves with the fun of team play and IMP scoring.  It is also intended that the 

format and composition of the teams will provide an opportunity for a brief 

learning discussion if each is so inclined. 

Schedule: 

Matches will be played regularly every other Monday night starting at 6:30 p.m. 

at LBC on the following dates: 

December 2 and 16, January 6 and 20, February 3 and 17, March 2, 16 and 30. 

Depending on the number of entries, more dates will be added following the 

same pattern of every other Monday evening. 

One match will be played each evening.  The match assignments will be published 

on or before December 2. 

Format: 

Using a Round Robin format, all teams will play a match against each other team 

once or twice during the season, depending on the number of entries.  The event 

will be a sanctioned event and the approved MP's will be awarded at the end of 

the season.  Each match will consist of two halves, playing 10 "shuffle and deal" 

boards in each segment.  Scoring will be done at the end of the first half and at 

the end of the final half.  The cumulative score will be reported to the director by 

the winning team's captain at the end of the match.  There will be a break of 15 

minutes after the first half of the match to allow team members to discuss hands 

of particular interest.  At the conclusion of the match we encourage teams to do 

the same.  
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Team Composition and Play Regulations: 

Entrants will register as a pair at the front desk.  The coordinator will rank the 

pairs according to the combined partnership Masterpoints and his discretion.  In 

the interest of maintaining a relatively even playing field, teams will be formed by 

pairing the top-ranked pair with the lowest, the second-top team with the second 

lowest and so on until all teams are determined.  

In the event that a team cannot play on the specified night it will be the 

responsibility of the two team captains of the teams scheduled to arrange a time 

suitable to all 8 players involved.  If such cannot be arranged a substitute player 

or pair may be recruited provided the player or pair is of comparable or lesser 

ranking to the player or pair who is unable to play.  Team captains must gain 

approval for such substitution from Dwight Bender.  All matches must be played 

at LBC when a certified director is on duty.  Following each match, the captain of 

the winning team will report the result to the coordinator in a timely fashion.  

Cost: 

Entry fees for the event will be the usual fee of $7 per player per session, plus 

$2/session for any non-LBC member of the team.  An additional charge of a one-

time fee of $12 per team will be collected on Dec 2 for incidental expenses. 

Summary: 

 Teams of comparable strength will be formed from registered partnerships. 

 Teams will play 2 10-board halves on the specified dates at the club starting 

the first Monday in December. 

 Teams will play either a round-robin or double round-robin event 

depending on the number of teams registered.  

 Imps scoring will be used. 

 Substitutes are permitted subject to the approval of the coordinator. 

 Team captains will report results to the coordinator following the 

completion of the match and before the next match is scheduled 

 Failure to report a result within the allotted time will result in both teams 

being awarded an average minus score for the match. 

 All decisions made by the coordinator will be final. 


